
DAY 1 LEADERSHIP SUMMIT 

The Leadership Summit provided an opportunity for educators and community leaders to 

address challenges and share best practices in providing effective culturally appropriate 

outreach services for Pacific Islander students and their parents in local Hawaii high 

schools. The following chart describes the participants’ role groups. 45 participants 

responded to this question on the evaluation form. 

The purpose of this Evaluation Brief is to provide select results of the evaluation of the Pacific 

Islander Higher Education Conference (PIHEC) held February 8-9, 2013. The findings 

represent the fulfillment of the various PIHEC goals for  community members, educators, high 

school students and Pacific Islander college student volunteers-a critical component of the 

AANAPISI grant. Conference Website: (www.pacificstudents.org) 
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The PIHEC conference theme, Navigating Success, enacted the mission of the UH Hilo 

Pacific Islander Student Center: “to facilitate the success of Pacific Islander students in higher 

education at University of Hawaii at Hilo.”  The conference brought together community 

leaders, educators, scholars, students and parents in the spirit of the seafaring navigators 

from throughout the Pacific Islands who used local knowledge of the constellations to 

explore unchartered territory. Likewise, participants learned from and about each other 

and were treated to two days of  exploration, information gathering and networking 

activities. The UH Hilo AANAPISI grant sponsored the PIHEC in partnership with oth-

er Hawaii-based colleges and community-based organizations to address the challenges, 

share best practices and bring awareness of local services directly to high school students 

of Pacific Island ethnicity.  

NAVIGATING SUCCESS 

Evaluation Brief #2, Spring 2013 
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Day 1 Evening Event 

We utilized a post program survey  to determine participants’ perceptions 
of the day’s activities. At the end of the summit, participants were asked to 
rate their level of agreement about specific interests. The following table 
illustrates the average rating for each statement on a scale of 1 to 4 with 
1=strongly disagree, 2=disagree, 3=agree, 4=strongly agree. 

 SURVEY RESULTS Mean 
Rating 

The Educators Session increased my awareness and knowledge of the 
challenges of Pacific Islanders related to higher education. 

3.3  

The Educators Session increased my knowledge and under-
standing of opportunities to support Pacific Islanders in higher 
education.  

3.3 

The Educators and Community Leaders Session increased my 
knowledge and understanding of Pacific Islanders in Hawaii.  

3.2 

The Educators and Community Leaders Session increased my 
knowledge and understanding of Pacific Islander students in the 
Hawaii public school systems. 

3.2 

The Educators and Community Leaders Session increased my 
knowledge and understanding of how our community can sup-
port Pacific Islander students/families.  

3.1 

The Educators and Community Leaders Session provided an oppor-
tunity to collaborate and plan next steps in supporting Pacific Is-
lander students /families. 

3.0 

Leadership Summit, continued 

Using the same rating scale, participants were asked to summarize their experi-
ence by providing an overall rating of the Leadership Summit. In response to the 
statement, “The Leadership Summit provided me with new knowledge to in-
crease my efforts towards supporting Pacific Islander students” over 90% either 
agreed or strongly agreed. (n=48). 

DID YOU KNOW? At the end of the 

Leadership Summit,  college student leaders 

from UH Hilo, UH Manoa and Chaminade 

University convened from 5:30 pm – 9:00 

pm to discuss inter-campus, inter-club    

coalitions in supporting student success.  

The evening began with a Unity Call,     

conducted by UH Hilo’s own Paia Toeava, a 

senior and a member of the Samoan Club. 

Following the Unity Call, guests were treat-

ed to Island Time, a social gathering featur-

ing the Samoan Club who demonstrated 

honor for the guests with a kava ceremony. 

A moving performance by Marshallese poet 

Kathy Jetnil-Kijiner brought home the mes-

sage about injustices inflicted on the Mar-

shall Islands.  

A delicious dinner buffet filled  our      

stomachs while a passionate address by         

Makerusa :Mak” Porotesano from 

Chaminade University  filled our minds. 

The evening rounded out with UH Hilo’s 

Ginger Hamilton facilitating a student dis-

cussion about Pacific Islander student organ-

izations’ structure, outreach and advocacy 

efforts. At the end of the evening student 

leaders completed an evaluation form. The 

following summarizes their overall         

perceptions. 

Nineteen Student Leaders completed the evalu-

ation form using a rating scale : 1=poor, 

2=fair, 3=good, 4=very good, 5= excellent 

 The College Student    
Leaders Session... 

Mean 
Rating 

increased my awareness and 
knowledge of other Pacific Islander 
student clubs  

3.7 

provided an opportunity to build 
coalitions w/ other Pacific Islander 
student organizations colleges  

3.4 

offered a chance to plan next steps 
with other Pacific Islander student 
organizations  

3.4 

provided new ideas to implement in 
my own student organization  3.8 
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Leadership Summit Overall Evaluation 
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DAY 2 COLLEGE DAY 

College Day brought together Pacific Islander students and their parents from local high schools for workshops, forums, and 

presentations to motivate, inspire, and inform them about college opportunities and other self-empowering resources. The 

UH Hilo Campus Center hosted over 100 high students from around the Big Island of whom many were bussed in from the 

outskirts of Hilo Town. A variety of fun, interactive and informative activities motivated, inspired, and informed the students 

about future opportunities in college and beyond high school. During lunch participants browsed the Resource Fair which 

included  a College Row where local state and private colleges engaged students about their schools and campuses. 

Over 104 high school students com-

pleted the evaluation form which in-

cluded providing basic demographic 

information. The students represent-

ed eleven local private and public high 

schools with  a majority identified as 

Freshmen or Senior. The charts below 

illustrate the breakdown of high 

school participants. 

Representation from Big Island High Schools Representation by Grade Level 
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One of the major goals of College Day was to present   

higher education opportunities within a cultural identity 

framework encouraging Pacific Islander high students to 

consider college as a viable option. The high school students 

responded to overall evaluation questions pertaining to their 

motivation to attend college and the usefulness of the infor-

mation offered throughout the  day. Students responded to, 

“This conference motivated me to attend college” and “This 

conference gave me information about college opportunities 

and resources.” Here is the rating scale: 1=strongly        

disagree, 2=disagree, 3=agree, 4=strongly agree 

        Overall College Day Evaluation          This Conference... 

3.61 

3.64 
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One of the key elements of the AANAPISI grant is to provide opportunities for Pacific Islander students involvement in 

high impact activities including on-campus employment, service learning, serving as a research assistant, and engaging in an 

internship. The PIHEC offered our UH Hilo students a hands-on high impact activity by recruiting volunteers for all as-

pects of the conference. Over 50 Pacific Islander students volunteered to serve in various positions ranging from the PI-

HEC Planning Committee to the College Day Volunteers with specific responsibilities as: serving as panelists, workshop 

hosts, working the registration desk, and greeting guests and participants. These roles offered our Pacific Islander college 

students experiences they can transfer to the workforce as well as further their involvement in UH Hilo activities. On a 

scale of 1-4 (1=poor, 4=Excellent), Volunteers rated their overall planning experiences. 

 SURVEY RESULTS Mean    
Rating 

I learned skills that can be applied to school and work  3.3 

I was provided opportunities to work with people whom I normally do not work with  3.5 

My role on the committee /team(s) checked above required me to think critically and analytically  3.3 

My role on the committee /team(s) checked above required me to work effectively with other people  3.4 

The experience has helped me develop or enhance my leadership skills and abilities  3.4 

This experience has motivated me to seek out other similar projects at UH Hilo that I can contribute my knowledge 
and skills  

3.4 

This experience helped me to better understand the struggles and needs of Pacific Islander students in high schools on 
the Big Island  

3.3 

I received the support I needed to fulfill my responsibilities on the committee /team(s) checked above  3.3 

52 UH Hilo student volunteers completed the planning section of the evaluation form that asked them to self-rate their learning and 

experiences as a result of their responsibilities during the PIHEC. Students used the 1=strongly disagree to 4=strongly agree scale. 

Class Level of College Volunteers 

Planning and Executing the Conference 
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