REQUEST FOR STATEMENTS OF INTEREST/REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
NUMBER N62742-26-2-0002

PROJECT TO BE INITIATED IN 2026

Project Title: PILOT PROJECT TO ASSESS FEASIBILITY OF MULTI-SENSOR
TAGGING OF ROUGH-TOOTHED DOLPHINS AT THE PACIFIC MISSILE RANGE
FACILITY (PMRF)

Responses to this Request for Statements of Interest (RSOI) will be used to identify potential Recipients
for a project to be funded by the Department of the Navy (DoN) to conduct a pilot project to test the
feasibility and efficacy of deploying high-resolution multi-sensor tags on rough-toothed dolphins at
PMRF and determine how the collected data can be used to move toward a better understanding of how
NAVAIR and NAVSEA testing activities affect cetacean species, which can inform Navy testing and
training activities.

The approximate amounts are expected to be available to support this project.

Period Estimated Available Funding

Base Tasks $100,001.04

Type of Assistance Instrument Anticipated: Cooperative Agreement

Authority: Cooperative Agreement under 16 USC §670c-1 (Natural Resources Management - Sikes Act)

Eligible Applicants:
Hawaii-Pacific Islands Cooperative Ecosystem Studies Unit (HPI-CESU)

Cost Sharing: Not required
Background:

The U.S. Navy (Navy) conducts at-sea training and testing in Pacific range areas to prepare combat-ready
military forces. In order to meet regulatory environmental compliance requirements, the Navy must
obtain permits from National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) National Marine
Fisheries Service (NMFS) which is responsible for managing regulated, threatened, and endangered
species in marine waters. As a condition of the permits, Naval Sea Systems Command (NAVSEA) and
Naval Air Systems Command (NAVAIR) are mandated to monitor protected marine species and improve
understanding of impacts of Navy activities on marine species.

Hawaii is chosen for this tagging study due to the opportunistic proximity of operations, similar/same
frequency of underwater sound sources, and the presence of a marine species of interest (rough-toothed
dolphins). Rough-toothed dolphins are found worldwide and inhabit all major oceans (e.g., Atlantic and
Pacific) where NAVAIR and NAVSEA affiliated program offices test for military readiness. In Hawaii,
the Navy conducts training and testing activities as described in the Hawaii California Training and
Testing (HCTT) Environmental Impact Statement (ELS). This area includes the Pacific Missile Range
Facility (PMRF) off Kauai where submarines, surface ships, and aircraft can operate simultaneously.
Waters within the HCTT including PMRF are known habitat for over 25 species of protected marine
mammals. In order to meet permit requirements and continue planning for military operations, NAVAIR
and NAVSEA are seeking information to better understand marine mammal responses to better



inform Navy testing and training activities and long-term consequences for the populations.
Brief Description of Anticipated Work:

The purpose of this project is to conduct a pilot project to test the feasibility and efficacy of deploying
high-resolution multi-sensor tags on rough-toothed dolphins at PMRF and determine how the collected
data can be used to move toward a better understanding of how NAVAIR and NAVSEA testing activities
affect cetacean species. The goal is to provide information on body morphometric measurements, energy
expenditure, foraging rates and health (body condition), and opportunistic responses to anthropogenic
noise, which can ultimately be used for Population Consequences of Disturbance modelling.

Period of Performance:

The proposed period of performance for the base Cooperative Agreement is from date of award through 1
September 2027.

Period of Performance Anticipated
Award Date
Date of Award through 1 September 2027 August 2026

The Recipient may take up to fifteen (15) days, starting on the date of award, to provide preliminary
documents to the Cooperative Agreement Administrator (CAA) and Cooperative Agreement Technical
Representative (CATR). Documents include, but are not limited to, Insurance documents and certificates,
Draft and Final Work Plans, etc.

Interested parties are requested to submit a Statement of Interest. Applicants must review the Statement of
Work (Enclosure 1) to ensure their offer aligns with the technical objectives, and certify compliance with
the contractual requirements outlined in the Terms and Conditions (Enclosure 2).

Materials Requested for Statement of Interest/Qualifications:

Please provide the following via e-mail attachment to Michael Puzon (michael.k.puzon.civ@us.navy.mil)
and Casey Sugihara (casey.c.sugihara.civ(@us.navy.mil):

1) SF 424 (Enclosure 3)

2) Research & Related Senior/Key Personnel Form (Enclosure 4). Please see Factor 1 for
additional submittal requirements.

3) Research & Related Budget Form (Enclosure 5). Please see Factor 3 for additional submittal
requirements.

4) SF-LLL Disclosure of Lobbying Activities (Enclosure 6). If applicable, complete SF- LLL.
Applicability: If any funds other than Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid
to any person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any agency, a
Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of
Congress in connection with the grant/cooperative agreement, you must complete and submit
Standard Form - LLL, "Disclosure Form to Report Lobbying.”

5) Research & Related Senior/Key Personnel Form (Enclosure 7). The Federal Government has a



continuing commitment to monitor the operation of its review and award processes to identify
and address any inequities based on gender, race, ethnicity, or disability of its proposed PDs/Pls
and co-PDs/PIs. To gather information needed for this important task, the applicant should
submit the requested information for each identified PD/PI and co-PDs/PIs with each proposal.
Submission of the requested information is voluntary and is not a precondition of award.
However, information not submitted will seriously undermine the statistical validity, and
therefore the usefulness, of information received from others. Any individual not wishing to
submit some or all the information should check the box provided for this purpose. Upon
receipt of the application, this form will be separated from the application. This form will not
be duplicated, and it will not be a part of the review process. This data will be kept confidential.

Reimbursement of pre-award costs will not be allowed.

Please note, that some of the forms functionality may be lost. Please visit
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/forms/r-r-family.html#sortby=1 to retrieve the forms directly from
the Grants.gov website and use these forms when submitting your Statement of Interest.

Review of Statements Received:

Proposals will be evaluated based on the following three factors: 1) Credentials of Key Personnel, 2)
Experience, and 3) Reasonableness of Cost.

The Government considers it to be in its best interest to allow consideration of award to other than the
lowest cost proposal or other than the highest technically rated proposal.

RELATIVE IMPORTANCE OF EVALUATION FACTORS — Factors 1 and 2 are of equal importance;
and when combined, are approximately equal importance to Factor 3.

NOTE: All requirements listed are minimum requirements. Offerors will be assessed on their ability to
adhere to the listed requirements, complete responses, follow directions, comply with restrictions and
provide quality control on their submittals. All page limits refer to 12-point font and single-spaced one-
sided pages. Submissions that exceed the page limitation specified within its corresponding factor may
have additional pages removed from consideration.

Factor 1 - Credentials of Key Personnel

Due to the complexity of work, the Offeror shall provide the following key personnel with the following
minimum qualifications:

A. Have a PhD degree in Marine Biology, Ecology, or a similar field from an accredited
University.

B. Comprehensive knowledge and experience with marine mammal high-resolution sensor
tagging and health/energetics research. Demonstrates at least 8 years of experience.

C. Authorship on peer-reviewed publications.

D. Access/use of all applicable permits to perform the activities described.



E. Experience working with military installations preferred.

The applicant shall provide type-written resumes, not to exceed 10 single-sided pages (or 5 pages if printed
front and back), single spaced with 12-point font.

Any proposed changes in technical specialists should be coordinated with the Project Technical POC and
CATR.

Factor 2 — Experience

The Offeror shall have:
A. Prior Principal Investigator experience.
The Offeror shall demonstrate:
B. Ability to conduct high-resolution sensor tagging of marine mammals, with preference for small
cetaceans and preference for experience in Hawaiian waters.
C. Experience analyzing tag data for animal health/energetics, including experience with PCoD

models.

Factor 3 - Reasonableness of Cost

The offers will be analyzed for fair and reasonable pricing. The Offeror shall use OMB Circular A-21
“Cost Principles for Institutions of Higher Education”, 48 CFR part 31 “Contract Cost Principles and
Procedures,” or 2 CFR 200 Subpart F “Audit Requirements” as applicable.

Evaluations will include an analysis to determine the Offeror’s comprehension of the requirements of the
solicitation as well as to assess the validity of the Offeror’s approach. A clear cost breakdown of work
elements to be accomplished detailing quantities for the various work items, unit, unit prices and extended
prices will be required and will be evaluated. Evaluation will include an analysis to determine the
Offeror’s comprehension of the requirements of the proposed agreement as well as to assess the validity
of the Offeror’s approach.

Please provide your proposed budget on the provided pdf titled, “Research and Related Budget” form
(Enclosure 5).

*Form: RESEARCH AND RELATED BUDGET:

Complete the Research and Related Budget form in accordance with the instructions on the form.
You must provide a detailed cost breakdown of all costs by cost category, by the funding periods
described below, and by task/sub-task corresponding to the task number in the proposed SOW. You
may request funds under any of the categories listed as long as the item and amount are necessary to
perform the proposed work and meet all the criteria for allowability under the applicable Federal cost
principles. The budget should adhere to the following guidelines:

The budget should be driven by program requirements. Elements of the budget shall include:

e Direct Labor - Individual labor category or person, with associated labor hours and unburdened
direct labor rates.



o Indirect Costs - Fringe benefits, overhead, G&A, COM, etc. (must show base amount and rate).
Justify in Field K.

e Travel - Number of trips, destination, duration, etc. Justify in Field K (on the form).

e Subcontract - A cost proposal as detailed as the applicant's cost proposal will be required to be
submitted by the subcontractor. If applicable, include in Research & Related Subaward Budget
Attachment Form.

e Consultant - Provide consultant agreement or other document that verifies the proposed loaded
daily/hourly rate. Include a description of the nature of and the need for any consultant's
participation. Strong justification must be provided, and consultants are to be used only under
exceptional circumstances where no equivalent expertise can be found at a participating university.
Provide budget justification in Field K.

e Materials - Specifically itemized with costs or estimated costs. An explanation of any estimating
factors, including their derivation and application, shall be provided. Include a brief description of
the applicant's procurement method to be used (competition, engineering estimate, market survey,
etc.). Justify in Field K.

e  Other Direct Costs - Particularly any proposed items of equipment or facilities. Equipment and
facilities generally must be furnished by the cooperator/recipient (justifications must be provided
when Government funding for such items is sought). Include a brief description of the applicant's
procurement method to be used (competition, engineering estimate, market survey, etc.). Justify in
Field K.

Budget Justification (Field K on the form): Provide the required supporting information for the cost
elements as shown above (see Research & Related Budget instructions) and listed as follows: indirect
cost, travel, consultant, materials, and other direct costs. Provide any other information you wish to
submit to justify your budget request.

e Additionally, all proposed labor rates must strictly comply with the federally mandated labor
standards and minimum wage set forth in SCA Wage Determinations (Enclosure 8).

NOTE: Every deviation from the scope of work requirement must be identified. Proposer must
identify the paragraph in the scope of work that is applicable and provide sufficient information to
justify why the deviation is in the best interest of the government.

Timeline for Review of Statements of Interest:

We request that Statements of Interest be submitted no later than 2 August 2026, 2:00 P.M. Hawaii
Standard Time. This Request for Statements of Interest will remain open until an investigator team is
selected. Statements of Interest received after 2 August 2026, 2:00 P.M. Hawaii Standard Time will be
considered “late” and may not be considered. Please submit requests for information/questions no later
than 10 July 2026 10:00 A.M. Hawaii Standard Time.

Please send electronic responses and questions to the following:

Mr. Michael Puzon, Cooperative Agreement Administrator
Naval Facilities Engineering System Command, Pacific
258 Makalapa Drive STE 100, JBPHH, HI 96860

Email: michael.k.puzon.civ@us.navy.mil




Ms. Casey Sugihara, Grants Officer

Naval Facilities Engineering Systems Command, Pacific
258 Makalapa Drive, JBPHH, HI 96860

Email: casey.c.sugihara.civ@us.navy.mil




