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Students Experience Personal 
Growth at UH Hilo...

For more UH Hilo Stories of Growth, visit:  

uhhwhatsyourstory.com

Stories of Growth

“UH Hilo gave me so much more than “book smarts.”   
The classroom education along with 500 hours at a veterinary 

clinic provided me with the abilities, knowledge and skills that 
are not only vital to the veterinarian profession, but also to gain 

acceptance into the Doctor of Veterinary Medicine program  
at Colorado State University.”

Ashli Hirai - Animal Science major, Biology minor

– UH Hilo Strategic Goal 
Prepare students to thrive, compete, innovate and
lead in their professional and personal lives.

“I was able to learn Hawaiian language and cultural practices, 
participate in conferences dedicated to the revitalization  
and survival of indigenous languages around the world,  
and volunteer to teach at Hawaiian Immersion schools.  
UH Hilo has given me the skills and knowledge to pursue a 
career in teaching.”

for Exploring Science) program gave me great hands-on 

opportunity to create lasting relationships with mentors and 
co-workers. All this and my inspiring professors have given me 

”

My sisters encouraged me to enroll at UH Hilo and I have not 
regretted it! I am pleased with the educational choices I have 
made. Through the directed studies course, I work on sound 
design and provide artistic direction, amongst other things, 
and receive guidance from a mentor. 

Alexander Guerrero  
- Anthropology, Hawaiian Studies & History major

Sierra Mitchell  
- Environmental Science major, Agriculture & English minor

Elijah Livingston - Performing Arts major

Community support means 
bright future for UH-Hilo

T he University of Hawaii at Hilo started as the 
Hilo Program in 1947 as an extension of gener-
al studies at UH-Manoa. Since then, that small exten-

sion school has grown into a thriving university.
The successes of UH-Hilo are due to the unfailing support of our 

local community — people who see that having post-high school edu-
cation offered on Hawaii Island is key to a bright future for everyone.

Case in point, UH-Hilo just went through its accreditation renew-
al process, and we passed with 
flying colors. The review team 
from the Western Association 
of Schools and Colleges was 
impressed by the level of commit-
ment and passion shown by our 
students, faculty, staff and local 
community, notably our alumni.

Many alumni expressed that 
they are proud to send their 
children to their alma mater.

This brings home the importance 
of UH-Hilo being able to provide 
full access to higher education 
for all local students. We need to 
ensure that every local high school 
student who wants to earn a tertiary 
degree here on Hawaii Island can.

To help achieve this, we 
awarded $46 million in financial aid to our students last year.

This is a tremendous increase from 10 years ago when we awarded 
$15 million. The bulk of the $46 million, almost 75 percent, is from 
state and federal grants and loans. Scholarship programs also are an 
important way to provide access, and we will be working to increase 
them. More scholarships mean we are less dependent on government. 
In this area, we need the community’s help. Private donors play a 
vitally important role in opening up access to higher education.

While we focus on local students, we’re also looking to 

By DONALD STRANEY
Chancellor, University 
of Hawaii at Hilo
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Photos courtesy UH-HILO GRAPHICS SERVICES

Lyman Hall on Haili Street. According to the book “The University of Hawaii at Hilo: A College in the Making” (2001, UH Press), by former 
UH-Hilo Chancellor Edward Kormondy and co-author former UH-Hilo Director Frank Inouye, the Hilo Program began in 1947 as part 
of the Extension Division of the College of General Studies of UH-Manoa in Honolulu. Located in the former Hilo Boarding School, 
just above the present Lyman Museum on Haili Street, the Hilo Program had three faculty members, four part-time lecturers and 46 
freshman students. Photo circa 1952-53.

Students sit in front of the sign for the University of Hawaii 
Hilo Branch in 1951.

Emerging from Manoa’s shadow
A look back 
at UH-Hilo’s 
history, from 
inception to 

today

T he University of Hawaii at Hilo is 
no longer the far-flung little sat-
ellite campus of its early days.

Originally begun in November 
1945 with three non-credit courses offered to 
28 students, the University of Hawaii at Hilo 
campus since has spread its wings, growing into 
a thriving institution in its own right, offering a 
wide range of courses that attract students and 
faculty from across the nation and the globe.

But in its first two decades, UH-Hilo 
very nearly crashed and burned before 
ever getting off the ground.

“One surprising fact about this institution’s 
growth is that it grew … relatively orphaned at 
an early age and with little support or direction 
from the University of Hawaii’s main cen-
ter in Manoa Valley,” wrote Frank T. Inouye, 
the former UH-Hilo campus director from 
1952-57. “Indeed, had its fate been left to the 
parent institution, the school in Hilo would 

By COLIN M. STEWART
Hawaii Tribune-Herald

See HISTORY Page 10
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FOR EMPLOYMENT OR INTERNSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
CALL OUR HR DEPARTMENT AT (808) 966-5466 OR VISIT US ONLINE AT HPMHAWAII.COM

FROM TRUSS MANUFACTURING TO ACCOUNTING 
AND RETAIL SALES, WE OFFER MANY JOB 

EXPERIENCES AND WELCOME YOU TO JOIN US!

ARE BUILDING BLOCKS FOR OUR FUTURE

KA`EO AWANA, HPM PRODUCT SERVICES (INTERN) 
BUSINESS ADMIN MAJOR - FINANCE

KAI CANN, HPM ACCOUNTING (INTERN)
BUSINESS ADMIN MAJOR - ACCOUNTING

DAYNA BERSAMIN, HPM MARKETING (HIRED AFTER INTERNSHIP)
BACHELORS OF BUSINESS ADMIN - MARKETING

ERIKA MORIHIRO, HPM HUMAN RESOURCES (TEMP HIRE)
PSYCHOLOGY MAJOR / BUSINESS ADMIN MINOR

HOLLYN JOHNSON/Tribune-Herald

University of Hawaii at Hilo students James Moore and Josh Jess check on some 
oysters Thursday afternoon at the UH-Hilo Pacific Aquaculture and Coastal and 
Resources Center in Keaukaha.

Research efforts benefit 
community, economy

Research Centers
• Center for the Study of Active Volcanoes Research, training and 
outreach programs
• North Hawaii Education & Research Center Outreach Center in 
Hamakua
• Pacific Aquaculture & Coastal Resources Center Research & 
Education Facility at Hilo Bay

Research Partnerships
• EPSCoR Hawaii: Experimental Program to Stimulate 
Competitive Research — Federal program to develop Hawaii’s 
statewide scientific and technological capabilities, currently focusing on 
invasive species, effects of climate change on biodiversity, ecosystems
• Hawaii Conservation Alliance — Incorporating Native Hawaiian 
culture into natural resource conservation practice
• Hawaii Cooperative Fishery Research Unit — Graduate 
education, research, and technical assistance
• Pacific Islands Climate Science Center — Scientific information, 
tools and techniques to anticipate, monitor and adapt to climate 
change

Research Impact
• $14 million in research grants and contracts in fiscal year 2013
• 575 research workers; average annual full-time pay of $42,700
• 400 employees at UH-Hilo University Park of Science & Technology

Every good universi-
ty must endeavor to do 
more than just passing 
on information to its 
students, according to 
University of Hawaii at 
Hilo Vice Chancellor for 
Academic Affairs Matt 
Platz.

“One of the functions 
of a university is the dis-
covery of new knowl-
edge and the creation 
of new scholarship,” he 
said. “Different universi-
ties punctuate that more 
than others, but every 
university has as part of 
its mission the discovery 
of new knowledge.”

Hawaii Island offers 
a unique and varied 

By COLIN M. STEWART
Hawaii Tribune-Herald

See BENEFIT Page 6
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environment within which to 
perform world-class research 
that can, in many cases, only 
be performed in a few places 
around the world, he said. 
That serves as an important 
draw for talented students 
and faculty.

“UH-Hilo is a place that 
attracts faculty and students, 
in part, based on their ability 
to (discover new knowledge 
and create new scholarship),” 
he said. “The university has 
the ability to provide them 
with the resources they need.”

In addition to furthering 
academic pursuit of knowl-
edge, the research also has 
the added effect of positively 
benefiting the community, 
Platz said.

Among those projects: 
Work on indigenous languag-
es being done by faculty at 
Hilo’s College of Hawaiian 
Language has helped to 
promote a revitalization of 
the Hawaiian language and 

its culture; tropical conser-
vation biology and environ-
mental sciences researchers 
study the history of evolu-
tion of species in Hawaii, the 
impacts of climate change on 
land and in coastal waters, 
and do research on ways 
to mitigate climate change 
and pollution; and College 
of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Natural Resources faculty, 
through a growing partner-
ship with the emerging four-
year program in engineering, 
are doing research on alter-
native energy and agribusi-
ness that can directly benefit 
Hawaii Island residents.

“We attract people who 
can do (these things) very 
well, and we attract students 
who want to benefit from 
that,” Platz said.

Aside from the island’s 
natural environment that 
serves as the backdrop for 
much of the research done 
here — from the ocean, to the 

lava, to the sub-tropical rain-
forests — UH-Hilo boasts 10 
research laboratories.

There’s the Agricultural 
Farm Laboratory, with 
110 acres for teaching and 
research; the Analytical 
Laboratory, supporting eco-
logical research and water 
quality studies; the College 
of Pharmacy laboratories, 
providing labs for every 
researcher at the college to 
pursue their individual inter-
ests; the Geoarchaeology 
Laboratory, providing a space 
to perform non-destructive 
analyses of basalt and volca-
nic glass artifacts; and more.

UH-Hilo and its commu-
nity also greatly benefit from 
earning grant money for its 
research projects, accord-
ing to University Relations 
Director Jerry Chang.

“UH-Hilo researchers 
receive tens of millions of 
dollars of sponsored funds 
every year,” he said. “… A 

sizable portion of this fund-
ing is to pay salaries to 
research and research-relat-
ed personnel. State and local 
taxes are collected on those 
salaries, which supports the 
local tax base. Research and 
research-related personnel 
spend their salary dollars 
locally, which boosts the 
local economy.”

He added that while many 
researchers are from Hawaii, 
many are attracted to Hilo 
because of the research work 
being done here, adding to 
the economic impact.

In fiscal year 2013, 
UH-Hilo faculty brought 
in $14 million in research 
grants and contracts, accord-
ing to the University of 
Hawaii Economic Research 
Organization. That mon-
ey helped to employ 575 
research workers, averag-
ing annual full-time pay of 
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Research laboratories include:
• Agricultural Farm Laboratory — 110-acre 
farm for teaching and research
• Analytical Laboratory — Supporting 
ecological research and water quality studies
• College of Pharmacy Laboratories — Labs 
for every researcher at the college to actively 
pursue their research interests
• Geoarchaeology Laboratory — Non-
destructive analyses of basalt and volcanic glass 
artifacts
• Hawaiian Medium Laboratory Schools — 
Hawaiian language immersion education
• Hilo Core Genetics Facility — Service 
laboratory with technical training sessions 
in genetics, DNA sequencing, DNA fragment 
separation and detection services
• Laboratory for Exercise Science — Research 
on human physiological, anthropometric, biometric 
systems
• Price Lab — Studying genetics and 
adaptations of birds and insects in Hawaii
• Scanning Electron Microscopy and Analysis 
Lab — Multidisciplinary lab
• Spatial Data Analysis and Visualization 
Labs — Specializing in advancing Hawaii-based 
scientific research through using the latest 
technology for spatial and temporal analysis and 
visualizationSee BENEFIT Page 18

(D)
Representative, State House

2nd District
Keaukaha, Parts of Hilo, 

Panaewa & Waiakea

“Continuing a Lifetime of Community 
Contribution”

As the state’s public system of higher 
education, our university offers a wide 
range of opportunities for our island 

community. As island residents, I 
commend you for taking advantage of 
what the University of Hawai‘i at Hilo, 
Hawai‘i Community College and the 

UH Center at West Hawai‘i campuses offer. 
Your support is greatly appreciated.

Paid for by friends of Clift Tsuji, 1382 Auahi Pl., Hilo 96720
Dr. Jack Fujii, Campaign Mgr � Wesley Wakimoto, Treasurer

� Marcella Stroh, Activities Chair

UH-Hilo’s 2015 Distinguished Alumni Awards Recipients.
L-R: Mr. Ramon Goya, Dr. Boyd Castro and Dr. Patsy Fujimoto. Congratulations to all!

For the LATEST UPDATES, visit
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/memberpage.aspx?

member=tsuji&year=2015
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M uch of the research 
performed by stu-
dents and faculty at 
UH-Hilo can be schol-

arly and esoteric, making it difficult 
for the general public to under-
stand its real-world applications.

But sometimes, those real-world 
applications include projects that direct-
ly benefit the local population at a time 
of great need. That’s when the value 
of having a major research engine on 
the Big Island becomes very clear.

Beginning in summer 2014, 
a pair of natural disasters served 
to highlight that fact.

When Tropical Storm Iselle made 
landfall in East Hawaii on Aug. 7, 

lower Puna was battered by high winds 
that tore down thousands of trees, 
demolishing homes, vehicles and 
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Students, Faculty & Alumni 
from UH Hilo Excel...

For more UH Hilo Stories of Excellence, visit:  

hilo.hawaii.edu/excellence

Stories of Excellence

2015 Microsoft 
Imagine Cup Pitch Video Challenge Games Category

. 

Team Hoku, featured from top to bottom: Brian Hall, Theodore  
DeRego and Casey Pearring (not pictured: Lucas DeRego).

Computer Science Students Win  
2015 Microsoft Video Challenge

Business Students & 
Faculty Recognized  
  for Collaborative  
     Research

– UH Hilo Strategic Goal 
Prepare students to thrive, compete, innovate and
lead in their professional and personal lives.

2014 Marine 
Conservation Fellowship from the 

PEW Charitable Trust

Alumna Honored 
for Marine Science 
Conservation Efforts

 

Best in the Information Systems Track  International 
Conference on Business and Information

 

          Featured from top to bottom: Dr. Emmeline de Pillis,  
          Dr. Kimberly Furumo, Hannah Furumo and Kerrilynn Higa.

Photo courtesy UH-Hilo

The June 27 lava flow advances directly behind researchers, from left, Matt 
Patrick and Frank Trusdell, geologists at the U.S. Geological Survey Hawaiian 
Volcano Observatory; Asia Addlesberger, geographic information systems 
specialist with the County of Hawaii; Tim Orr, lead geologist at HVO; and UH-Hilo 
researchers Ryan Perroy, assistant professor of geography and environmental 
science; Nicolas Turner, cyber computer programming analyst; and Jonathan 
Price, associate professor of geography, in October. Perroy holds an aerial drone 
he and his team have been using to map the lava flow.

Photo courtesy DARCY BEVENS, CSAV

UH-Hilo professor of geology Ken Hon 
explains how the June 27 lava flow 
approached the Pahoa waste transfer 
station to a group of schoolchildren 
during a field trip to the station in 
December.

By COLIN STEWART
Hawaii Tribune-Herald

In the field
University researchers 
help island cope with 
natural disasters

See RESEARCHERS Page 15



Clean Energy for Hawai‘i

 We’re committed to meeting the
energy needs of our community.

For more information, visit
www.hawaiielectriclight.com

More than 47% of the electricity generated on
Hawai`i Island comes from renewable resources.
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Students traverse the commons area Tuesday at UH-Hilo. Registrar data shows 
that the campus has had a decrease in enrollment for the second straight year.

University has massive economic impact on Hilo
Measuring the economic impact 

a university has on the surrounding 
community is a difficult thing to pin 
down, according to retired University 
of Hawaii at Hilo economics professor 
David Hammes.

“It’s kind of like gaining weight,” he 
said. “Let’s say you weigh 170 (pounds) 
… and you gain 20 pounds. Where is it 
going to be? It won’t be on one leg, or 
your ear lobe. It is kind of distributed 
all over.”

When Hammes first moved to East 
Hawaii in the mid-1980s, many people 
didn’t even know where the university 
was, he said, prompting a project to 
erect signs around Hilo pointing in the 
direction of the campus.

“But, if you pulled the university out 
of the community now, 30 years later, 
almost everybody would feel it,” he said. 
“I don’t even know if one could imagine 
a current Hilo without the university. 
(People) are touched more often than 
they know by its presence. Whether it’s 

FedEx having a couple more people on 
staff, or one more flight a week because 
of the university, or your next-door 
neighbor might be a lawn keeper at the 
university, or a services staff or faculty 
member. Or, just yesterday, I saw a gag-
gle of students lined up at Target buying 
stuff.”

In fiscal year 2012, the most recent 
period for which economic impact data 
is available, Hawaii County enjoyed 
more than $428 million in business activ-
ity generated as a result of University of 

By COLIN M. STEWART
Hawaii Tribune-Herald

See IMPACT Page 9

“There’s just tons of 
things being done at 
the university as it 
applies to local folks.”

DAVID HAMMES,
former UH-Hilo economics professor

http://www.hawaiielectriclight.com


Hawaii operations here, 
including the Hilo campus 
and Hawaii Community 
College, according to a 
report by the University 
of Hawaii Economic 
Research Organization.

To put that in perspec-
tive, Hammes said, UH 
generated sales at Big 
Island businesses nearly 
equivalent to the volume 
generated by three aver-
age Costco stores.

It’s important to note, 
he explained, that the 
business sales data rep-
resent the same dollar 
circulating within the 
community several times. 
For instance, a new build-
ing could employ a local 
worker, who is paid and 
then turns around and 
buys a gallon of milk at a 
Hilo grocery store.

Money from that sale 
will go to pay grocery 
store employees, who 

then in turn spend that 
money elsewhere. Each 
$1 in direct expenditures 
ends up equaling about 
$1.96 in local buying 

power, dissipating each 
time it changes hands 
because a percentage 
leaves the island each 
time.

Direct local spending 
as a result of UH fed 
$221 million into the Big 
Island economy in fiscal 
year 2012, according to 

the UHERO report. That 
creates the same impact 
as what Hawaii County 
would see if nearly four-
and-a-half 2,000-passen-
ger cruise ships docked in 
Hilo every day, Hammes 
said.

Those direct local 
expenditures generated 
more than $22 million in 
state taxes, and employed 
3,326 people who collect-
ed nearly $127 million in 
income.

Hammes was quick to 
note that while the data 
on economic impact is 
telling, it only scratches 
the surface on the overall 
impact of the university 
on the local economy.

“There are many oth-
er ways that the people 
at the university are inte-
grated into the communi-
ty,” he said.

Research, for instance, 
has had a huge impact 

on the economy. UH’s 
development of the genet-
ically modified Rainbow 
papaya helped farmers 
maintain their multi-mil-
lion dollar industry after 
it was nearly destroyed 
by the ringspot virus. 
Current work being done 
by researchers also is 
helping Big Island coffee 
growers combat the inva-
sive coffee berry borer.

Meanwhile, research-
ers with the Pacific 
Aquaculture and Coastal 
Research Center are help-
ing launch an entirely 
new industry for Hawaii 
— the cultivation of 
oysters.

“There’s just tons of 
things being done at the 
university as it applies 
to local folks,” Hammes 
said.

Email Colin M. 
Stewart at cstewart@
hawaiitribune-herald.com.-
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WEDNESDAY Prime Rib
THURSDAY Hawaiian Plate
FRIDAY Oxtail Soup
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in a row!

Serving “ ” 24 Hours a Day for   44 Years!

Supporting the
University of Hawaii at Hilo!

BEST
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DINING

Seafood  Steaks  Sandwiches
Burgers  Pasta  Salads  Pupus

Beer  Wine  Spirits

BEST
PAU HANA/

HAPPY HOUR

Sunday Brunch 
11am-2pm

Mexican Fiesta Mondays
Wine & Dine Wednesdays
Lobster Lovers Thursdays

Sturgeon Sundays
Pau Hana 2-5pm 

C L A S S I C  I S L A N D  C U I S I N E

Live Local Music!
Open Daily 11am-10pm

www.pondshilo.com

BEST BREAKFAST

Onolicious Specials Everyday!‘

135 KALANIANAOLE AVE. 934-7663 (POND)

http://www.pondshilo.com


have been throttled in 
its early infancy.”

According to his 2001 
history of the school — 
titled “The University 
of Hawaii at Hilo: A 
College in the Making” 
— by 1947, the fledg-
ling program had fallen 
under the purview of the 
University of Hawaii 
Extension Division, and 
had rented part of the 
Hilo Boarding School on 
Halai Street, complete 

with three instructors and 
four lecturers offering 15 
courses to 46 freshmen.

Two years later, the 
university had designated 
two “off-Manoa” loca-
tions as centers, includ-
ing Hilo and Wahiawa. 

That year, 79 people 
attended classes at the 
University Center of Hilo, 
a 50 percent increase 
from the year before. 
Students formed their 
own student association 

and monthly paper, 
as well as a glee club, 
choir, radio group and 
athletic program.

“The basis for a 
permanent college in 
Hilo was now estab-
lished,” Inouye wrote.

Later in 1949, Edward 
T. White was named 
instructor-in-charge of 
the Hilo campus, the first 
permanent administra-
tor of the institution.

But in 1951, the 

fledgling campus faced 
its first potential disas-
ter, when Gov. Oren E. 
Long opted to do away 
with the program “as 
an economy measure.”

An “immediate, angry 
response,” from the 
public and two legisla-
tive finance committee 
chairmen who were 
from Hilo, helped to 
reverse that decision, 
ultimately resulting in 
the title of “University 

of Hawaii-Hilo Branch” 
for the school.

No longer an off-
shoot of the Extension 
Division, the UH-Hilo 
Branch was recognized 
as an “integral academic 
and administrative unit of 
the University of Hawaii.

Work to establish 
a permanent campus 
began in 1953, with 
an appropriation of 
$385,000 for prop-
erty on Lanikaula Street, 

located about a mile 
south of Lyman Hall.

By June 1955, an ad 
appearing in the Tribune-
Herald announced that 
the Hilo Branch would 
vacate the Hilo Boarding 
School and begin classes 
at the new campus in 
the fall. A total of 155 
students registered at the 
Hilo Branch that fall, and 
two years later the enroll-
ment had shot up to 255. 
There were 20 faculty 

and staff members.
That same year, when 

Hawaii achieved state-
hood, the Hilo institution 
became accredited by the 
Western Association of 
Schools and Colleges.

Growth continued, 
and by 1960 there was 
a groundswell of pub-
lic support for the Hilo 
Branch to expand from 
a two-year to a four-year 
institution. Reasoning 
was based on a number 

of factors, including 
economic, academic 
and social, “but to all 
such arguments, (UH) 
President (Laurence) 
Snyder turned a deaf 
ear,” Inouye said.

“He angered the Big 
Island community by 
refusing to discuss the 
issue with the Tribune-
Herald and added fuel 
to the fire by assert-
ing that the island’s 
small population didn’t 

warrant a four-year col-
lege, and that having 
such an institution in 
Hilo would create too 
much duplication.”

Hawaii Island gov-
ernment representatives 
responded in force, and 
nearly 200 students host-
ed a demonstration march 
in downtown Hilo, pro-
testing the lack of support 
for the growing campus.

In 1968, the state 
Legislature called 

upon the UH Board of 
Regents to formulate a 
plan for the addition of 
a third and fourth year 
of instruction in Hilo, 
while also supplying 
funds to increase faculty.

In 1970, UH President 
Harlan Cleveland, a “firm 
and open supporter of 
UH-Hilo” announced a 
reorganization plan for 
the campus, authorizing 
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Important milestones

1941 — Hawaii 
Vocational School was 
founded, and after several 
transformations, became 
Hawaii Community 
College in 1969

1947 — The Hilo 
Program, located on 
Haili Street, began as 
an extension division of 
UH-Manoa. Located in the 
former Hilo Boarding School, 
just above the present 
Lyman Museum on Haili 
Street, the Hilo Program had 
three faculty, four part-time 
lecturers, and 46 freshman 
students. After several 
major spurts of growth, it 
later became the four-year 
Hilo College in 1969.

1949 — The Hilo 
Program was renamed 
the University of 
Hawaii-Hilo Center.

1951 — The Center was 
renamed the University of 
Hawaii-Hilo Branch with an 
enrollment of 100 students.

1955 — UH-Hilo 
Branch, a two-year school, 
opens a new permanent 
campus at Lanikaula 
Street with 155 students.

1969 — Hilo College 
merged with Hawaii 
Community College.

1970 — The four-year 
UH-Hilo is established, 
enrollment tops 1,000 with 
several dozen professors.

1971 — Center of 
Continuing Education 
and Community Service 
was founded and later 
transformed into College of 
Continuing Education and 
Community Service in 1991.

1975 — College of 
Agriculture was founded. 
Name changed in 1998 
to College of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Natural 
Resources Management.

1979 — College of Arts 
and Sciences established 
(formerly Hilo College)

1980 — New athletics 
complex opened.

1982 — Edwin H. 
Mookini Library, named 
after former chancellor 
from 1976-1979, opened, 
as well as the Edith 
Kanaka‘ole Hall classroom 
and office building.

1987 — Construction 
began on 250-bed dormitory 
and dining hall complex.

1990 — University 
Park of Science and 
Technology opened.

1991 — UH-Hilo and 
Hawaii Community College, 
which up until this point 
were located across the 
street from each other, 
were separated. They 
continued to share facilities 
and services, however.

1998 — College of 
Hawaiian Language was 
founded and named Ka 
Haka ‘Ula O Ke’elikolani.

2001 — $3 million 
Marine Science Building 
opened. It was the first new 
major building on campus 
in 20 years, providing 
classrooms, labs and offices 
for the growing program.

2003 — $19 million, 
three-story University 
Classroom Building 
opened. With lecture halls, 
classrooms, labs and offices, 
it provided additional space 
for expansion. Located at 
the new main entrance 
to campus, it became 
UH-Hilo’s signature building.

2003 — The School 
of Business became 
the College of Business 
and Economics.

2006 — College of 
Pharmacy founded.

2007-08 — UH-Hilo 
celebrated 60th anniversary

2010 — Ka Haka 
‘Ula O Ke‘elikolani 
College of Hawaiian 
Langauge presented two 
doctorates in Hawaiian 
and Indigenous Language 
and Cultural Revitalization, 
the first doctoral degrees 
awarded at UH-Hilo.

2011 — Science and 
Technology Building opened.

2013 — Student 
housing complex Hale 
‘Alahonua opened. The 
first new student housing 
project since 1989, the 
$32.5 million facility 
consists of three, three-
story residential wings 
that house approximately 
300 students, increasing 
on-campus housing by 
more than 30 percent.

Photo courtesy UH-HILO GRAPHICS SERVICES

This aerial photograph, taken circa 1960, shows the plot of land where the current University of Hawaii at Hilo campus sits. The road at left 
is West Kawili Street, which serves as the main road to the front entrance of the campus.

HOLLYN JOHNSON/Tribune-Herald

A recent aerial view of the University of Hawaii at Hilo shows how much the campus has grown since 1960.
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have been throttled in 
its early infancy.”

According to his 2001 
history of the school — 
titled “The University 
of Hawaii at Hilo: A 
College in the Making” 
— by 1947, the fledg-
ling program had fallen 
under the purview of the 
University of Hawaii 
Extension Division, and 
had rented part of the 
Hilo Boarding School on 
Halai Street, complete 

with three instructors and 
four lecturers offering 15 
courses to 46 freshmen.

Two years later, the 
university had designated 
two “off-Manoa” loca-
tions as centers, includ-
ing Hilo and Wahiawa. 

That year, 79 people 
attended classes at the 
University Center of Hilo, 
a 50 percent increase 
from the year before. 
Students formed their 
own student association 

and monthly paper, 
as well as a glee club, 
choir, radio group and 
athletic program.

“The basis for a 
permanent college in 
Hilo was now estab-
lished,” Inouye wrote.

Later in 1949, Edward 
T. White was named 
instructor-in-charge of 
the Hilo campus, the first 
permanent administra-
tor of the institution.

But in 1951, the 

fledgling campus faced 
its first potential disas-
ter, when Gov. Oren E. 
Long opted to do away 
with the program “as 
an economy measure.”

An “immediate, angry 
response,” from the 
public and two legisla-
tive finance committee 
chairmen who were 
from Hilo, helped to 
reverse that decision, 
ultimately resulting in 
the title of “University 

of Hawaii-Hilo Branch” 
for the school.

No longer an off-
shoot of the Extension 
Division, the UH-Hilo 
Branch was recognized 
as an “integral academic 
and administrative unit of 
the University of Hawaii.

Work to establish 
a permanent campus 
began in 1953, with 
an appropriation of 
$385,000 for prop-
erty on Lanikaula Street, 

located about a mile 
south of Lyman Hall.

By June 1955, an ad 
appearing in the Tribune-
Herald announced that 
the Hilo Branch would 
vacate the Hilo Boarding 
School and begin classes 
at the new campus in 
the fall. A total of 155 
students registered at the 
Hilo Branch that fall, and 
two years later the enroll-
ment had shot up to 255. 
There were 20 faculty 

and staff members.
That same year, when 

Hawaii achieved state-
hood, the Hilo institution 
became accredited by the 
Western Association of 
Schools and Colleges.

Growth continued, 
and by 1960 there was 
a groundswell of pub-
lic support for the Hilo 
Branch to expand from 
a two-year to a four-year 
institution. Reasoning 
was based on a number 

of factors, including 
economic, academic 
and social, “but to all 
such arguments, (UH) 
President (Laurence) 
Snyder turned a deaf 
ear,” Inouye said.

“He angered the Big 
Island community by 
refusing to discuss the 
issue with the Tribune-
Herald and added fuel 
to the fire by assert-
ing that the island’s 
small population didn’t 

warrant a four-year col-
lege, and that having 
such an institution in 
Hilo would create too 
much duplication.”

Hawaii Island gov-
ernment representatives 
responded in force, and 
nearly 200 students host-
ed a demonstration march 
in downtown Hilo, pro-
testing the lack of support 
for the growing campus.

In 1968, the state 
Legislature called 

upon the UH Board of 
Regents to formulate a 
plan for the addition of 
a third and fourth year 
of instruction in Hilo, 
while also supplying 
funds to increase faculty.

In 1970, UH President 
Harlan Cleveland, a “firm 
and open supporter of 
UH-Hilo” announced a 
reorganization plan for 
the campus, authorizing 
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Important milestones

1941 — Hawaii 
Vocational School was 
founded, and after several 
transformations, became 
Hawaii Community 
College in 1969

1947 — The Hilo 
Program, located on 
Haili Street, began as 
an extension division of 
UH-Manoa. Located in the 
former Hilo Boarding School, 
just above the present 
Lyman Museum on Haili 
Street, the Hilo Program had 
three faculty, four part-time 
lecturers, and 46 freshman 
students. After several 
major spurts of growth, it 
later became the four-year 
Hilo College in 1969.

1949 — The Hilo 
Program was renamed 
the University of 
Hawaii-Hilo Center.

1951 — The Center was 
renamed the University of 
Hawaii-Hilo Branch with an 
enrollment of 100 students.

1955 — UH-Hilo 
Branch, a two-year school, 
opens a new permanent 
campus at Lanikaula 
Street with 155 students.

1969 — Hilo College 
merged with Hawaii 
Community College.

1970 — The four-year 
UH-Hilo is established, 
enrollment tops 1,000 with 
several dozen professors.

1971 — Center of 
Continuing Education 
and Community Service 
was founded and later 
transformed into College of 
Continuing Education and 
Community Service in 1991.

1975 — College of 
Agriculture was founded. 
Name changed in 1998 
to College of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Natural 
Resources Management.

1979 — College of Arts 
and Sciences established 
(formerly Hilo College)

1980 — New athletics 
complex opened.

1982 — Edwin H. 
Mookini Library, named 
after former chancellor 
from 1976-1979, opened, 
as well as the Edith 
Kanaka‘ole Hall classroom 
and office building.

1987 — Construction 
began on 250-bed dormitory 
and dining hall complex.

1990 — University 
Park of Science and 
Technology opened.

1991 — UH-Hilo and 
Hawaii Community College, 
which up until this point 
were located across the 
street from each other, 
were separated. They 
continued to share facilities 
and services, however.

1998 — College of 
Hawaiian Language was 
founded and named Ka 
Haka ‘Ula O Ke’elikolani.

2001 — $3 million 
Marine Science Building 
opened. It was the first new 
major building on campus 
in 20 years, providing 
classrooms, labs and offices 
for the growing program.

2003 — $19 million, 
three-story University 
Classroom Building 
opened. With lecture halls, 
classrooms, labs and offices, 
it provided additional space 
for expansion. Located at 
the new main entrance 
to campus, it became 
UH-Hilo’s signature building.

2003 — The School 
of Business became 
the College of Business 
and Economics.

2006 — College of 
Pharmacy founded.

2007-08 — UH-Hilo 
celebrated 60th anniversary

2010 — Ka Haka 
‘Ula O Ke‘elikolani 
College of Hawaiian 
Langauge presented two 
doctorates in Hawaiian 
and Indigenous Language 
and Cultural Revitalization, 
the first doctoral degrees 
awarded at UH-Hilo.

2011 — Science and 
Technology Building opened.

2013 — Student 
housing complex Hale 
‘Alahonua opened. The 
first new student housing 
project since 1989, the 
$32.5 million facility 
consists of three, three-
story residential wings 
that house approximately 
300 students, increasing 
on-campus housing by 
more than 30 percent.

Photo courtesy UH-HILO GRAPHICS SERVICES

This aerial photograph, taken circa 1960, shows the plot of land where the current University of Hawaii at Hilo campus sits. The road at left 
is West Kawili Street, which serves as the main road to the front entrance of the campus.

HOLLYN JOHNSON/Tribune-Herald

A recent aerial view of the University of Hawaii at Hilo shows how much the campus has grown since 1960.
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bring in international 
students to enrich our 
campus with diversity 
and a broad spectrum of 
culture and knowledge. 

Look for new semes-
ter-long programs in the 
near future, designed 
to attract international 
students who would like 

to experience our “living 
laboratory” island for 
one or two semesters.

In turn, local students 
in Study Abroad leave us 

for a year to study at uni-
versities throughout the 
world — and they return 
to finish their degree 
with an expanded vision 
for their careers and 
their own communities.

We also look to bring 
new knowledge to our 
campus through hiring 
faculty from around the 
world who are at the cut-
ting edge of their field.

For example, Shihwu 
Sung, an environmental 
engineer, provides exper-
tise in energy science. 
He sees great potential 
for Hawaii Island to 
become a model of 
renewable energy, and he 
is helping us develop an 
energy science degree. 
This type of program 
will benefit local stu-
dents greatly, much like 
our pharmacy degrees 
that allow local students 
to stay on the island 
while being educated for 
careers of the future.

Also looking to 
the future, an aviation 
degree is being planned 
with three tracks: 
fixed wing, rotary and 
unmanned aerial vehicles 
(UAV). This is a com-
pletely new career path 

not available anywhere 
else in the state. UAV 
alone will have a major 
impact on the future of 
agriculture, astronomy, 
biology, geography, geol-
ogy, marine science and 
natural resource man-
agement, and we will 
have graduates ready 
to meet the demand.

We’re also planning 
to build on our world-re-
nowned Hawaiian lan-
guage program with a 
liberal arts degree to be 
taught entirely in the 
Hawaiian language.

Another import-
ant program, with its 
first cohort starting 
this fall, is a master of 
arts in heritage man-
agement for students 
who seek careers in 
the interpretation and 
preservation of cultural 
heritage in Hawaii and 
the Pacific islands.

We will continue 
to grow as a practical 
university, focusing on 
preparing students for 
careers that will bring 
meaningful work and 
are of benefit to our 
island. This is why we 
also are focusing on 
applied learning across 

all our majors, where 
students can apply the 
knowledge gained in 
the classroom to real 
world experience in our 
local community and 
our island environment.

A good example 
of this is our graduate 
program in tropical 
conservation biology 
and environmental 
science, where we’ve 
launched more than 100 
students into careers.

During their grad-
uate studies, they all 
participated in field 
work, and now most 
are managing local 
resources and applying 
the science learned at 
UH-Hilo to protect-
ing our island home.

UH-Hilo cannot 
grow on its own. We 
need to work with our 
local community to 
the benefit of all. This, 
combined with our 
strong partnership with 
Hawaii Community 
College, will ensure that 
Hawaii Island’s high 
school students, upon 
graduation, will have 
the options they need 
to access higher edu-
cation here at home.

Hawaii Tribune-Herald12   Friday, March 27, 2015 UNIVERSITY TOWN

SUPPORT From page 2

HISTORY From page 11

the position of a chancel-
lor to report directly to 
the president’s office.

In his first official state-
ment about the objectives 
and purposes of UH-Hilo, 
newly named Chancellor 
Paul Miwa said that “at this 
point, our job is to … create 
an identity of our own at 
Hilo. We have been given 
a mandate to develop this 
campus into a university 
which can be competitive 
with the Manoa campus.”

By 1970, total enrollment 
stood at 1,100, with growth 
averaging between 10 and 
20 percent a year. The first 

baccalaureate program was set 
to begin in September, with 
a four-year program listing 
154 courses and a staff of 82.

The move from a two-
year institution to a full four 
years was an important one, 
not only for the future of 
UH-Hilo, but for the future of 
Hawaii Island in general, said 
Gerald DeMello, who worked 
at UH-Hilo for about 25 years 
before retiring from his posi-
tion as director of university 
relations in 2012. During his 
time, he worked extensively 
with university and govern-
ment leaders to expand the 
Hilo campus and its programs.

“Having been born and 
raised in Hilo, and watching 
the demise of sugar, I was 
motivated with a deeper 
understanding that UH-Hilo 
and Hilo town were inextri-
cably linked,” he said. “Our 
university was an economic 
driver, and our future as a 
town was a practical and real-
izable goal that, brought to 
fruition, will serve as a foun-
dation and build a promising 
future for Hilo economically, 
educationally, socially, cul-
turally and recreationally.”

Email Colin M. 
Stewart at cstewart@
hawaiitribune-herald.com.

Photo courtesy UH-HILO GRAPHICS SERVICES

This photo shows the construction of College Hall in 1956. The 
building currently houses University Relations, math, computer 
science, geology and some Hawaii Community College offices.

Dance Your Way to
Financial Freedom...

Celebrating the
Legacy of
    Hula!

375 Kekuanaoa St., Hilo

961-6691
http://www.iegfcu.com

Hilo’s Community Development 
Credit Union

Photo by Jeff Ikeda, Kumu Emery Aceret; Dancer Mana‘o Ikeda

http://www.iegfcu.com


In addition to furthering 
the education of its students, 
UH-Hilo counts among its mis-
sions the pursuit of strong ties 
with its host community.

From spectator entertain-
ments such as sports and live 
performing arts, to adult edu-
cation courses and more, in the 
68 years the campus has been 
here, it has managed to ingrain 
itself in the life and culture of 
Hawaii Island.

“We want to always get 
our program engaged with the 
community,” explained Joey 
Estrella, interim athletic direc-
tor of the Vulcans.

Basketball historically has 
been the program’s biggest 
draw when it comes to attract-
ing the community to UH-Hilo, 
he said, but other sports such as 
women’s volleyball and base-
ball also have built a strong 

following among Big Isle resi-
dents. Meanwhile, the UH-Hilo 
soccer program is beginning 
to draw major interest among 
spectators.

“I think our program is 
well-rounded, with the differ-
ent sports we participate in,” 
he said. “From cross-country 
to men’s and women’s tennis, 
we have well-rounded opportu-
nities for our community to be 
involved.”

He added that many of the 
school’s approximately 250 
student-athletes benefit from 
locally provided scholarship 
funds. As a result, students are 
encouraged to get involved in 
all manner of service events 
to give back to Hawaii Island 
residents.

“We have a lot of things 

we don’t really publicize, a 
lot of free youth clinics done 
in conjunction with county 
Parks and Recreation. We work 
with the Special Olympics, we 

HOLLYN JOHNSON/Tribune-Herald

UH-Hilo women’s basketball players, from left, Alexa Jacobs, 
Hayley Reynolds and McKenzie Mangino teach keiki different 
basketball techniques during ‘Aha Pa‘a Keiki Sports Challenge 
at the UH-Hilo Gym. The sports challenge was an all-day camp 
for keiki ages 7-12, where they could learn five different sports 
from UH-Hilo coaches and athletes.

Friday, March 27, 2015   13Hawaii Tribune-Herald UNIVERSITY TOWN

Outreach efforts offer something for everybody
From sports to performing arts to health 
clinics, UH-Hilo helps enrich community

By COLIN M. STEWART
Hawaii Tribune-Herald

UH-Hilo men’s sports
• Baseball
• Basketball
• Golf
• Soccer
• Tennis

UH-Hilo women’s sports
• Basketball
• Cross-Country
• Golf
• Soccer
• Softball
• Tennis
• Volleyball

See OUTREACH Page 14
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do readings at schools. 
(Recently) we had 
a cleanup day at the 
(Panaewa Rainforest) 
Zoo, where students were 
there for four hours and 
worked,” Estrella said. 
“It’s Vulcan athletes lead-
ing by example.”

When it comes to 
the arts, the UH-Hilo 
Performing Arts Center 
is considered by many 
to be a cultural hub for 
the Big Island, according 
to facility manager Lee 
Dombroski.

During its sea-
son, which runs from 
September to April, the 
center hosts dozens of 
educational and cultur-
ally diverse performing 
arts programs featuring 
local, regional, national 
and international artists.

“The programs we 
promote and present 
are for the university 

community, as well as 
the overall community,” 
she said.

Last year, the center 
welcomed 21,568 visitors 
for 55 separate events. 
During the 2012-13 sea-
son, it saw just shy of 
30,000 come through the 
door, she said.

This year’s season 
included performances 
by Rock and Roll Hall 
of Famer and Grammy 
winner Mavis Staples; 
Tunisian songwriter, gui-
tarist and singer Emel 
Mathlouthi; and  interna-
tionally renowned blues 
singer-songwriter Eric 
Bibb.

String quartets, ballet, 
chamber music and more 
can be enjoyed at the cen-
ter through events orga-
nized in collaboration 
with the Hawaii Concert 
Society.

Each year, the center 

collaborates with the 
UH-Hilo Performing Arts 
Department to produce 
and stage a play featur-
ing students and mem-
bers of the community, 
Dombroski said.

“Anyone is free to 
come audition,” she said.

The performing arts 

center also serves an 
important educational 
function for Big Isle stu-
dents, offering programs 
to private and public 
school keiki. It’s an espe-
cially important mission 
in the current economic 
climate, Dombroski said.

“The arts in education 

have declined so drasti-
cally over the last several 
years with all the cuts, 
it’s very important to us. 
This year we had a pro-
gram, ‘Conquering the 
Sun’ — an amalgamation 
of Hawaiian myths and 
legends. We had 3,600 
kindergarten through 
fourth-graders come. … 
And when the schools 
called us and said that 
the majority of their stu-
dents were on subsidized 
meal plans and couldn’t 
afford the $2-$3 tickets, 
we stopped charging 
them. All they have to do 
is get themselves here,” 
Dombroski said.

As for additional edu-
cational opportunities, 
the UH-Hilo College of 
Continuing Education 
and Community Service 
offers an ever-expanding 
selection of non-cred-
it courses to the public, 

as well as professional 
development workshops, 
senior programs, English 
language programs, spe-
cial events and communi-
ty service events.

For more informa-
tion about the college’s 
offerings, visit http://hilo.
hawaii.edu/academics/
ccecs/.

The ‘Imiloa 
Astronomy Center, 
which is managed by 
the university, serves as 
a place where science 
and Hawaiian culture 
converge. In partnership 
with the observatories on 
Mauna Kea, the facility 
uses its 120-seat plane-
tarium, and exhibit and 
classroom spaces, to 
educate the public about 
the history and future of 
exploration on Hawaii 
Island.
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The cast of “Conquering the Sun” rehearses at 
UH-Hilo.

See OUTREACH Page 17
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THINK Fund Helps Students and
Teachers Reach for the Stars
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hawaiicommunityfoundation.org/THINKFund and pauahi.org/think-fund

Thirty Meter Telescope (TMT) launched THINK Fund with an annual $1 million contribution to
better prepare Hawaii Island students to master STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and
Math) and become the workforce for high paying science and technology jobs in Hawaii. 

The Hawaii Community Foundation and Pauahi Foundation administer THINK Fund distributions
in scholarships and grant making platforms. Since its inception earlier this year, 30 Hawaii Island
classrooms have already received THINK Fund grants. THINK Fund scholarships are in process now. 
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roadways. Some resi-
dents were left without 
power or communica-
tions for weeks as work-
ers cleared the roads and 
reconnected utility lines.

Shortly after the 
storm passed, UH-Hilo 
researchers went into 
action, helping assess the 
environmental damage 
and provide the public 
with as much infor-
mation as possible.

In Kapoho’s 
Vacationland Hawaii 
subdivision, heavy storm 
surge and wind destroyed 
homes and battered the 
coral reefs, dumping 
debris, paint, insecti-
cides, herbicides and 
other toxic substances 
into the tidepools. As 
residents there worked 
to repair the damage and 
make their neighbor-
hood liveable, UH-Hilo 
employees such as 

Misaki Takabayashi, a 
marine science research-
er, met with them to 
provide guidance and 
to assess the situation.

That work has con-
tinued since, and on 
Feb. 7 Takabayashi was 
joined by fellow faculty 
members to present the 
data they have collected 
so far at a meeting of 
the Vacationland Hawaii 
Community Association.

“The face-to-face 
sharing of our research 
is helping the commu-
nity understand what is 
happening in their back-
yard,” Takabayashi said. 
“The attendees were gen-
erally appreciative of our 
efforts so far and had lots 
of informed questions.”

UH-Hilo set up a 
website, http://hilo.
hawaii.edu/blog/misaki-
ta/, to provide access 
to the research being 

done at the tidepools 
in the wake of Iselle.

“This website con-
tains the purpose of the 
research, video docu-
mentation of our research 
efforts and updated 
results,” she said.

Among her findings, 
Takabayashi says that 
physical damage to 
the coral was limited 
to the northern pools. 
Water quality current-
ly remains a concern 
there, she reported.

Other researchers 
investigating the effects 
of Iselle include Ryan 
Perroy, an assistant pro-
fessor of geography, who 
is working to map the 
distribution of invasive 
albizia trees — the main 
culprit behind much of 
the destruction done to 
homes, businesses and 
infrastructure; Tracy 
Wiegner, a professor 

of marine science, is 
studying coastal water 
quality at Waiopae; 
and Steve Colbert, an 
assistant professor of 
marine science, who is 
studying water quality 
and connectivity, which 
involves the fluctuations 
of the anchialine ponds 
because of high and low 
tides and their connec-
tions with groundwater.

Just as life was return-
ing to some semblance 
of normalcy for many 
Puna residents, Hawaii 
County Civil Defense 
warned the public in late 
August that a lava flow 
from the Pu‘u ‘O‘o vent 
on Kilauea appeared to 
be headed for Pahoa. 
Thus began months 
of on-again-off-again 
watching and waiting 
as the flow front made 
its way down the moun-
tain but always seemed 

to freeze just short of 
crossing Highway 130.

Since the flow first 
landed on the public 
radar, UH geologists 
such as Ken Hon have 
helped to inform the 
public about lava flows. 
When Hawaii County 
reopened the Pahoa 
waste transfer station 
to allow the public 
to see the still-warm 
fingers of lava that 
encroached on the prop-
erty, Hon even helped 
lead schoolchildren on 
a tour of the facility.

“This week both the 
UH-Hilo geology depart-
ment and CSAV have 
been helping Hawaii 
County Civil Defense 
teach elementary school 
children from Pahoa 
about what happened 
during the recent lava 
flows, how lava works, 

and what measures were 
during the passed flow,” 
Hon said Dec. 8. “Civil 
Defense set up stations 
and UH-Hilo ran two 
of these. About 300 ele-
mentary school kids are 
visiting each day this 
week and so far it has 
been a great success.”

Mark Kimura, 
a UH-Hilo affili-
ate faculty member 
of the Department 
of Geography and 
Environmental Sciences, 
has helped to analyze and 
present data to the public 
regarding the social and 
economic impacts of the 
lava flow and the poten-
tial problems that could 
arise if the lava flow 
crosses Highway 130.

His Facebook 
page, “Lower Puna 
Infographics by Dr. Mark 
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Senator Lorraine R. Inouye • District 4: North Hilo, Hamakua, North and South Kohala, Waikoloa, Kona

Please stay in touch and keep 
informed. Follow me on 
         Senator Lorraine Inouye

s Vice Chair of the
  Senate Higher Education
and the Arts Committee,
 Senator Lorraine Inouye

is dedicated to supporting the
University of Hawai‘i System.

Photo courtesy of
Hawai‘i Community College-Palamanui

� e Senator looks forward to the completion of Hawai‘i  
Community College-Palamanui in West Hawai‘i
as this will increase access to quality, a� ordable
higher education for our Big Island students.
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Every First Sunday
of the month, UHH and 

HawCC students get 10% off
one reg. priced item.
Must present current UHH or HawCC 

Student ID prior to purchase. All sales fi nal.

IRRESISTIBLE SUNDAYS!IRRESISTIBLE 
Shop Sundays

for
Double Punch 

Club Card
(on regular priced merchandise, before 

tax, $5.00 minimum purchase, offer 
subject to change without notice)

256 Kamehameha Ave. in Hilo  |  935-9644
M-F 9a-5p • Sat 9a-4p • Sun 10:30a-3:30p

mostirresistibleshop.com
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Degrees and certificates offered by UH-Hilo

In 1945, the tiny school 
that eventually would become 
the University of Hawaii at Hilo 
offered a total of three noncredit 
courses. Today, the university 
offers more than 50 bachelor’s, 
master’s and doctoral degrees. 
Below is a list of degrees and 
certificate programs available 
in the 2014-15 academic year 
(not including minor degrees).

Bachelor’s degrees
• Administration of Justice, B.A.
• Agriculture, B.S.: Animal 
Science — Livestock 
Production Specialty
• Agriculture, B.S.: 
Animal Science — Pre-
Veterinary Specialty
• Agriculture, B.S.: Aquaculture 
Specialty Requirements for the 
Bachelor of Science Degree
• Agriculture, B.S.: Tropical 
Horticulture Specialty
• Agriculture, B.S.: 
Tropical Plant Science and 
Agroecology Specialty
• Anthropology, B.A.
• Art, B.A.
• Astronomy, B.S.
• Biology, B.A.
• Biology, B.S.: Cell and 
Molecular Track
• Biology, B.S.: 
Ecology, Evolution and 
Conservation Track
• Business Administration, 
B.B.A.: Accounting
• Business Administration, 
B.B.A.: General Business
• Chemistry, B.A.
• Chemistry, B.A.: 
Health Sciences
• Communication, B.A.
• Computer Science, B.S.
• Economics, B.A.
• English, B.A.

• Environmental Studies, B.A.
• Environmental Science, B.S.
• Geography, B.A.
• Geology, B.A. and 
Geology, B.S.
• Hawaiian Studies, B.A.
• History, B.A.
• Japanese Studies, B.A.
• Kinesiology and Exercise 
Sciences, B.A.
• Kinesiology and Exercise 
Sciences, B.A.: Health 
Promotion Track
• Liberal Studies, B.A.
• Linguistics, B.A.
• Marine Science, B.A. and 
Marine Science, B.S.
• Mathematics, B.A.
• Natural Science, B.A.
• Nursing, B.S.
• Performing Arts, B.A.: 
Dance Concentration
• Performing Arts, B.A.: 
Drama Concentration
• Performing Arts, B.A.: 
Music Concentration
• Pharmacy Studies, B.A.
• Philosophy, B.A.
• Physics, B.A.
• Political Science, B.A.
• Psychology, B.A.
• Sociology, B.A.

Master’s degrees
• China-U.S. Relations, M.A. 
(not accepting new applicants)
• Clinical Psychopharmacology, 
M.S.
• Counseling Psychology, M.A.
• Education, M.Ed.
• Hawaiian Language 
and Literature, M.A.
• Indigenous Language and 
Culture Education, M.A.
• Teaching, M.A.
• Tropical Conservation Biology 
& Environmental Science, M.S.

Doctoral degrees
• Indigenous Language and 
Culture Revitalization, Ph.D.
• Nursing Practice, D.N.P.
• Pharmaceutical 
Sciences, Ph.D.
• Pharmacy, Pharm. D.

Certificate programs
• Accounting
• Asia-Pacific Economic 
Relations
• Beekeeping
• Business Administration
• Chinese Studies
• Computer Application 
Development Specialization
• Contemporary 
Indigenous Multilingual
• Database Management
• Educational Studies
• Environmental Studies
• Filipino Studies
• Finance
• Forest Resource Management 
and Conservation
• Global Engagement
• Hawaiian Culture
• Hawaiian Language
• International Studies 
(Tourism Concentration)
• International Studies 
(International Relations 
Concentration)
• Kahuawaiola Indigenous 
Teacher Education
• Marine Option Program
• Multidisciplinary 
Hawaiian Studies
• Pacific Islands Studies
• Performing Arts
• Planning
• Plant Tissue Culture
• STEM Research Honors
• Teaching English as a 
Second Language
• Tropical Farming
• Women’s Studies

UH-Hilo enrollment at a glance

• Fall 2014-15 enrollment: 3,899
• Undergraduate enrollment: 3,362
• Graduate enrollment: 537

• First-time freshmen: 442
• Transfers: 623
• International students: 149
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M uch of the research 
performed by stu-
dents and faculty at 
UH-Hilo can be schol-

arly and esoteric, making it difficult 
for the general public to under-
stand its real-world applications.

But sometimes, those real-world 
applications include projects that 
directly benefit the local pop-
ulation at a time of great need. 
That’s when the value of having 
a major research engine on the 
Big Island becomes very clear.

Beginning in summer 2014, 
a pair of natural disasters 
served to highlight that fact.

When Tropical Storm Iselle 
made landfall in East Hawaii on 
Aug. 7, lower Puna was battered 
by high winds that tore down 
thousands of trees, demolishing 
homes, vehicles and roadways. 
Some residents were left with-
out power or communications for 
weeks as workers cleared the roads 

RESEARCHERS 
From page 15

Thousands of Hawaii res-
idents and students visit the 
facility for a wide variety of 
programs and public events 
each year, while the center 
also draws visits from nation-
al and international travelers.

Students at the Daniel K. 
Inouye College of Pharmacy 
regularly help with commu-
nity events such as Relay 
for Life and the Hilo Heart 
and Stroke Walk, and work 
at health fairs to offer free 
health screenings and med-
icine checks to the public, 
said spokeswoman Maggie 
Morris.

“Our students and faculty 
have collaborations with local 
businesses and meet patients 
and work directly with health 
care and retail pharmacies 
throughout the state through 
their rotations,”she added.

Other programs that work 
to foster connections between 
UH-Hilo and the community 

include:
• North Hawaii Education 

and Research Center 
(NHERC).

• UH-Hilo Alumni and 
Friends.

• Hawaiian Language 
Program.

• Tropical, Conservation, 
Biology and Environmental 
Science.

• ALEX Applied Learning 
Experience.

• Business Internship 
program.

• College of Agriculture, 

Forestry and Resource 
Management.

• UHH Student Ho‘olaulea
• Upward Bound
• School of Nursing
Email Colin M. 

Stewart at cstewart@
hawaiitribune-herald.com.-

OUTREACH From page 14

University of 
Hawaii at Hilo 
students play 
Super Smash 
Bros for Wii 
during UH-Hilo’s 
20th annual 
Ho‘olaulea at the 
campus. The free 
event included 
a waterslide, 
bounce houses, 
carnival games, 
food and live 
entertainment.

HOLLYN JOHNSON/
Tribune-Herlad

Shave 10 Years Off Your Face Without Surgery-
• Injectable Fillers are reshaping our 

faces, as well as our ideas about 
beauty. 

• Filler products instantly add volume 
and fullness to the skin to correct 
facial wrinkles, and folds, and to 
help restore youthful contours, 
so you’ll see results immediately 
following treatment.

969-6664
70 Olona Street in Hilo
At the corner of Kinoole and Olona near UH-Hilo

� Botox, Xeomin, Dysport  
� Restylane, Radiesse, Perlane,
  Sculptra
� Facials • Peels
� Intense Pulsed Light Treatment 
� Skin Surgery  
� Skin Cancer Treatment Hilo Bay Paddler

12 Furneaux Lane  
Bayfront in Downtown Hilo

935-0527    
www.hilobaypaddler.com

See you in the water!

Bring in this ad for 
20% OFF 

All Hilo Bay  
Paddler Logo  

Wear
Offer expires April 30, 2015 

More than a bookstore…

Basically Books
Unique gifts with an island fl air!

160 Kamehameha Ave. in Downtown Hilo

961-0144
Facebook.com/BasicallyBooksHilo  

www.BasicallyBooks.com

BOOKS   MUSIC   MAPS   GIFTS 
Got a flat?
Dead battery?
Locked keys in the car?

959-3361
24 Hour Service

Cash Discount Available

Ken’s Towing Hilo, Hawaii

✁

http://www.hilobaypaddler.com
http://www.BasicallyBooks.com
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$42,700.
Research funding has 

increased in recent years 
thanks in large part to the 
Tropical Conservation, 
Biology and Environmental 
Science Masters program and 
the Daniel K. Inouye College 
of Pharmacy, Chang said. 
Those programs have “dra-
matically increased sponsored 
research activity over the last 
decade and increased the eco-
nomic impact of UH-Hilo.”

As for the future of 
research on Hawaii Island, 
Platz says the sciences of 
keeping people fed, hydrated 
and powered up are going 
to be important areas upon 
which the Hilo campus 
should capitalize.

“The National Science 
Foundation is increasingly 
stating that food, energy and 
water systems are some of the 
great research challenges of 
the century,” he said. “Many 

people believe water will be 
the most precious resource of 
21st century, not petroleum, 
and Hawaii Island is poised to 
be the place where we make 
discoveries about how to opti-
mize their usage wisely.”

Meanwhile, Platz said, the 
current state of technology 
requires that “we can increase 
food production, but it costs 
you more energy and water. 
How do you optimize all 
three at same time? … The 
world has to grow more food 
on less land and with less 
water and fertilizer. … Using 
systems analysis and where 
we are in the world, we are 
really positioned to teach the 
world how to do this. I see it 
as a great emerging opportu-
nity that will be a great ben-
efit to the people of Hawaii 
Island.”

Email Colin M. Stewart 
at cstewart@hawaiitri-
bune-herald.com .

BENEFIT From page 6

Bikes • Rentals • Repair • Safety Apparel • Accessories

Ask about 
our mopeds!

Escape
  Commuting

Bike
935-6211

www.midpacifi fi cwheels.com
1133-C Manono St.

Mon-Sat 9-6, Sun Closed

HILO  |  969-3051  |  45 Mohouli St.

M-F 8:30am - 8:30pm  |  S-S 8:30am - 4:30pm

KEAAU  |  966-7942  |  Old Volcano Rd.

M-F 8:30am - 6:30pm  |  S-S 8:30am - 4:30pm

Why wait hours 
in the 

emergency 
room?

Walk-In Medical Care

Immediate non-emergent care for illnesses, minor wounds, or injuries. 

Physical Exams. X-Rays. Most insurances accepted, including Kaiser.

Anesthsia-Free
TEETH CLEANING
for Dogs & Cats
Canine
Dental
Service,
Inc.

 DOG & CAT GROOMING • DAYCARE            BOARDING  •  PET SUPPLIES  •  DOG TRAINING

Dog Training Class 
Schedule: STAR Pup-
py Class &  Advanced 
Canine Good Citizen 
Class ~ May 5

Easter
Pet 

Photos
Includes:

One 4x6 Photo
Easter Background
w/Props, Costumes

& Bunny Ears

 DOG & CAT GROOMING • DAYCARE            

711 Kanoelehua Ave. Hilo • Mon-Sat 8am-5pm (closed Sun) • Call for appointment 808-935-5690

shearmagicpetsalon.com

Dog Training Class 

$10 Off
Dog
Training 
Classes
• STAR Puppy Class
• Canine Good Citizen Class
• Community Canine Class
SHEAR MAGIC PET SALON 
Restrictions apply. See store for 
details. Coupon exp. 4/30/15

mailto:cstewart@hawaiitri-bune-herald.com
mailto:cstewart@hawaiitri-bune-herald.com
mailto:cstewart@hawaiitri-bune-herald.com
http://www.midpacifi
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